Best Fiction for Young Adults Nominations
Updated April 2, 2010
Almond, David.  Raven Summer.  Random House Children’s Books/ Delacorte Books for Young Readers. 2009.  978-0-385-73806-4.  $16.99.
Being led by a raven to discover an abandoned baby and a jarful of money is just the beginning of Liam’s remarkable summer.
Avasthi, Swati.  Split.  Random House Children’s Books/Knopf Books for Young Readers.  2010.  978-0-375-86340-0.  $16.99
Jace, 16, fights back against his abusive father and is thrown out of the house.  He finds his older brother which begins a journey toward healing for both brothers.
Bacigalupi, Paolo.  Ship Breaker.  Little, Brown, & Co. 2010.  978-0-316-05621-2.  $17.99.
Nailer is a light crew scavenger tearing up old hulks of ships, living day to day, until a rich girl and her gleaming ship run ashore in a storm on the beach and his life gets more dangerous.
Christopher, Lucy.  Stolen.  Scholastic/ Chicken House.  2010.  978-0-545-17093-2.  $17.99
Gemma, 16, writes to the young man who kidnapped her and held her captive in the Australian outback, revealing the complexity of her feelings for both Ty and the land.



Dashner, James.  The Maze Runner.  Random House Children’s Books/ Delacorte Books for Young Readers.  2009.  978-0-385-73794-4.  $16.99.
Thomas’ memories don’t serve him well when he wakes on an elevator, only to find himself in the Glade, trapped by monsters and a maze that changes daily.
Edwardson, Debby Dahl.  Blessing’s Bead.  Farrar, Straus & Giroux/ Melanie Kroups Books.  Nov. 2009. 978-0-374-30805-6.  $16.99.
This book is a beautifully written account of life in Alaska through the eyes of an Inupiaq family.  One child is given a special bead which threads the generations together.
Erskine, Kathryn.  Mockingbird.  Penguin Group USA/ Philomel.  2010.  978-0-399-25264-8.  $15.99.
Ten-year-old Caitlin has to figure out how to make the world work now that her brother Devon has died. 
Fisher, Catherine.  Incarceron.  Penguin Group USA/Dial.  2010.  978-0-8037-3396-1.  $17.99.
Trapped in the massive prison world of Incarceron, Finn searches for his true identity; outside, Claudia searches for the truth about Incarceron and its warden, her father.
Koertge, Ron.  Shakespeare Makes the Playoffs.  Candlewick. 2010.  978-0-7636-4435-2.  $15.99
Fourteen-year-old Kevin Boland’s biggest problem isn’t the baseball playoffs: it’s what to do when he’s dating one girl but emailing poems to another.


Marchetta, Melina.  Finnikin of the Rock.  Candlewick.  2010.  978-0-7636-4361-4.  $18.99.
Finnikin and his fellow exiles from Lumatere wish to return to their cursed homeland. Finnikin must go on an epic journey with a mute novice named Evanjalin to return home.
McCaughrean, Geraldine.  The Death-Defying Pepper Roux.  HarperCollins/ Harper.  2010. 978-0-06-183665-7.  $16.99 
When Pepper Roux was born his aunt had a vision from Saint Constance that the boy would die on his fourteenth birthday, but Pepper Roux has other ideas.
Myers, Walter Dean.  Lockdown.  HarperCollins/ Amistad.  2010. 978-0-06-121480-6.  $16.99
With a few months remaining on his sentence in a juvenile detention facility, Reese struggles to overcome racism, prejudice and his volatile personality to cope with life on the outside.
Nelson, Jandy.  The Sky is Everywhere.  Penguin Group USA/ Dial Books.  2010. 978-0-8037-3495-1.  $17.99.
When Lennie's beloved big sister suddenly dies, she gets help pushing past her grief from two very different boys.
Oliver, Lauren.  Before I Fall.  HarperCollins/ Harper.  2010. 978-0-06-172680-4.  $17.99.
Sam’s seemingly perfect life has ended in a terrible crash. But, it turns out she has to relive the last day of her life seven times to get it right.

Paulsen, Gary.  Woods Runner.  Random House Children’s Books/ Wendy Lamb.  2010.  978-0-385-73884-2.  $15.99.
In 1776, 13-year-old Samuel returns home from hunting in the woods to find the settlement burned and most of the settlers murdered.
Peters, Julie Anne.  By the Time You Read This I’ll be Dead.  Hyperion.  2010.  978-1-4231-1618-9.  $16.99.
Determined to get her death right this time, Daelyn Rice logs onto a website for “completers” and starts the countdown of the last 23 days of her life.
Saenz, Benjamin.  Last Night I Sang to the Monster.  Cinco Puntos Press.  2009.  978-1-933693-58-3.  $16.95.
Weeks in therapy go by and 18-year-old Zach is still unable to remember the monstrous events that left him alone and haunted by nightmares.
Scott, Elizabeth.  The Unwritten Rule.  Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing/ Simon Pulse.  2010. 978-1-4169-7891-6.  $16.99
Sarah missed her chance with Ryan long ago, before he started dating her best friend Brianna  – or did she?  Guilt about an unexpected kiss threatens her friendship with both.
Simner,  Janni Lee.  Thief Eyes.  Random House Children’s Books/ Random House Books for Young Readers. 2010. 978--0-375-86670-8.  $16.99
On a trip to Iceland to discover what happened to her mother Haley runs away and disappears. She and new friend Ari are caught in the spell of an ancient curse.


Stork, Francisco X.  The Last Summer of the Death Warriors.  Scholastic/Arthur A. Levine Books.  2010.  978-0-545-15133-7.  $17.99.
Seventeen-year-old Pancho grapples with the mysterious death of his sister while accompanying his new friend, D.Q, on his own quest to face down death.
Summers, Courtney.  Some Girls Are.  St. Martin’s Press/ Saint Martin’s Griffin.  2010.  978-0-312-57380-5.  $9.99.
Regina used to be a member of the Fearless Five but is now being frozen out by her friends and must find acceptance among the peers she used to terrorize.
Ward, Rachel.  Numbers.  Scholastic Inc./ The Chicken House.  2010.  978-0-545-14299-1.  $17.99.
Jem, a British girl of 15, is on the run with her erstwhile boyfriend Spider, because of complications from her "talent" of seeing the date that people will die when she looks in their eyes.

